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21 November 1859

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte was not present, Elder Keppel was chosen to preside. Rev. Giles van de Wall was present
because of matters which would be coming up at the congregational meeting. A difficult
domestic matter had been settled. Another one was presented. A meeting was to be arranged
with a person who has been accused of theft. Monies collected on Thanksgiving Day were
designated for the poor and the academy. It was decided to make improvements on the school of
the congregation and if possible, build a new building for it.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 110-112.
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the consistory will be forced to apply church discipline in the future.
ARTICLE 7 — A discussion followed concerning the withdrawal and dissatisfaction of
N. Fijn and wife. It was decided to appoint a committee to visit these members. The
committee consists of Wakker and Keppel.
ARTICLE 8 — A letter to the consistory from our pastor, the Rev. A. C. van Raalte, was
read. Because of the lateness of the hour, it was decided to meet again on Monday,
November 21, at 6 o'clock in the evening at the workplace of te Roller.
The Brothers Wakker, Labots, and Keppel were appointed as a committee to review the
congregational minutes for the next consistory meeting. The meeting was closed by
Brother Keppel.

H. Broek
G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of November 21, 1859
Absent: Brothers Labots, Wilterdink, and de Vries.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by Brother Ploeg.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Keppel, by an unanimous vote, was chosen as president.
ARTICLE 3 — The Brothers de Vries and Labots enter the meeting, as well as the Rev.
van der Wall. All of them are seated.
ARTICLE 4— The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 5 — Rev, van der Wall reports that he is present for this meeting, because
matters will be discussed concerning the upcoming congregational meeting.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother te Roller informs the meeting that the necessary carpenter work
for the home of Janus Vriese has been completed.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee reports that J. Vinke and wife appear to be willing to
continue to live together and to separate themselves from P. de Koning. They intend to
build another house or to purchase the home they are now living in from P. de Koning.
Furthermore, they
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as good as acknowledged that they had not handled the matter well. The conversation
with P. de Koning was interrupted when he walked out dissatisfied. However, at a later
meeting, he was more approachable.
ARTICLE 8— The committee for N. Fijn reported that, in the absence of the husband,
they had only spoken with the wife, who was very dissatisfied because she felt that the
consistory had dealt unjustly in not upholding the honor of her husband over against the
rumormongers, who called him a thief. The consistory was accused of not seeking out
these individuals in order that the rumors might be laid to rest. In particular, she
expressed her unhappiness about the refusal of Brother Labots, who had not been willing
to tell her which persons had accused her husband of theft. She also felt aggrieved
against the entire consistory, because they had not required Labots to set the matter
straight with the accusers. Furthermore, the committee reported that they found the lady
to be very bitter and angry, and that she had made many denigrating expressions about
the congregation, indicating that she wished no further fellowship with them. All efforts
to instruct and admonish her appeared to be fruitless, and the committee at this point left
the home.
ARTICLE 9 — The committee for review of the books gives a report that they have found
everything to be in good order, and that there is still an unpaid bill in the sum of $48.85.
They report that $400.65 was received and that already $403.43 had been disbursed,
leaving the sum of $113.43 in arrears.
ARTICLE 10— Concerning the report of the meeting with Fijn, the consistory judges that
the matter must be discussed further. A proposal to wait with bringing up this question
until our pastor has returned was defeated by a small majority. After much discussion,
Brother Labots was requested to say who the individuals were who had accused Fijn. His
response was that Paulus, A. Vissers, H. de Vries, and Pleij were the persons involved.
Hereupon, it was decided that this matter should be handled most carefully, and that it
would be advisable to request these four persons to come to the next consistory meeting,
in order that a conversation can be held with them. Brother Labots was assigned the task
of inviting these people to the meeting Friday, the 25th, at 7:00 P.M., at the workplace of
Brother te Roller.
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ARTICLE 11 — It was decided, according to our custom, to designate the monies
collected on Thanksgiving Day, November 24; one-half for the poor, and the other half
for the academy.
ARTICLE 12 — It was decided to discuss the salary of the pastor at the congregational
meeting and to ask the congregation if they wished to assess their share individually, or if
they preferred that the consistory do this. Further, it was decided to make improvements
to the school of the congregation, and, if possible, a new building.
It was noted that since one-half of the consistory will be retiring, to wait until the pastor
is back, and then to call for a congregational meeting. Some of the brethren desired to
retire; others could not endorse this. Waldcer declared that he would faithfully follow the
church order, and, after serving for two years, consider his term expired. He desired that
this position be noted in the minutes to avoid future difficulty. Because the majority of
the consistory desired that this matter should not be discussed at this time, and since the
two-year period for Wakker had not yet expired, they all agreed to allow the matter to
rest.
ARTICLE 13 — The Rev, van de Wall was requested to chair the upcoming
congregational meeting. He accepted this assignment.
ARTICLE 14 — A membership transfer was granted to Johanna H. Hagens to Milwaukee,
dated November 21, 1859.
The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev, van de Wall.
Addition: The congregation will be informed that the books will be available for perusal
at D. te Roller's place until January 31.
Keppel
G. Wakker, clerk

